The Refugee Doll Project

Jeanne Trabulsi

www.refugeedolls.org



http://www.refugeedolls.org/

The Refugee Doll Project:

Objectives

 To foster awareness and appreciation of
refugees for children in schools, libraries,
churches and civic groups.

* To include dolls from the Islamic World, Africa,
and Central America, in addition to books,
lesson plans, and service projects

* To teach empathy by help‘i‘ng children internalize

concepts of “being new”, “being different”, and
“*how-to-be-welcoming.”



The Refugee Doll Project: Gist

1. Buy a doll.

2. Reclothe a doll.

3. Read a hook.

4. Teach a lesson.




The Refugee Doll Project: Books

3. Read a book.

— I'm New Here
by Anne Sibley O’Brien

Assimilation of three refugee
students (Korean boy,
Guatemalan girl, Somali girl) in a
supportive school community.




The Refugee Doll Project:
Book Resource

* Welcoming Library

— Promotes use of children’s literature featuring
“new arrival” communities

— Recommended list of books
« Country, groups, theme and age

— (www.imyourneighborbooks.org)



http://www.imyourneighborbooks.org/

The Refugee Doll Project: Lesson

4. Teach a lesson.

— Welcoming Immigrants &
Refugees: A Classroom or
Community Event Kit

« 17 pages
« Graphic organizers and
worksheets

» Lesson delivery,
application, sharing

— Video youtube.com/watch?v=sziomv9rp5k



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sziomv9rp5k
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Welcoming Library



The I'm Your Neighbor
Welcoming Library invites
readers of all ages to read
picture books set in immigrant
communities as a means to
celebrate our commonalities and
differences and to create an
environment of welcoming.
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STEPPING STONES

A Refugee Family's Journey
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Swomos como los nubes - Jairo Buitrago & Rafoel Yockteng
We Are Like the Glouds T
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Welcoming Library |
Meet your neighbors by |

sharing books set in our |
immigrant communities. |

These pictire books are for all ages! :

ImYourNeighborBooks.org/WL 1




Engdgement



“14 classrooms each had
the library for a day and
teachers gave students
dedicated time to browse
and read.”

—IYNWL Ambassador



Welcoming Library

Meet your neighbors by ’
sharing books set in our |
mmigrant communmes.
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I'm Your Neighbor Welcoming Library
BOOK CHECK OUT

Big Red Lollipop

Deep in the
Sahara




I’'m Your
Neighbor
Welcoming
Library

This book is
visiting our
school / library

for a few weeks.
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